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The European Marine Observation and Data Network

The European Marine Observation and Data Network (EMODnet) is a network of organisations working together to 
observe the sea, process the data according to international standards and make that information freely available 
as interoperable data layers and data products. The aim of EMODnet is to help scientists, engineers, policy 
advisors and all other stakeholders relying on marine data to increase their efficiency, promote innovation and 
reduce uncertainty about the behaviour of the sea. A fully operational EMODnet will lessen the risks associated 
with private and public investments in the blue economy, and facilitate more effective protection of the marine 
environment. EMODnet is an initiative of the European Commission in support of the EU’s Integrated Maritime 

Policy.

The EMODnet vision 

“A flagship project to prepare a seamless multi-

resolution digital seabed map of European waters 

by 2020 ... of the highest resolution possible, 

covering topography, geology, habitats and 

ecosystems ... accompanied by access to timely 

observations and information on the present and 

past physical, chemical and biological state of the 

overlying water column, by associated data on 

human activities, by their impact on the sea and by 

oceanographic forecasts. All this should be easily 

accessible, interoperable and free of restrictions on 

use. It should be nourished by a sustainable process 

that progressively improves its fitness for purpose 

and helps Member States maximise the potential of 

their marine observation, sampling and surveying 

programmes.” 

European Commission’s Green Paper Marine Knowledge 
2020 – from seabed mapping to ocean forecasting. 2012. DOI 
10.2771/4154
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On 14-15 February 2017, more than 150 marine data providers, users and enthusiasts gathered at the Royal Flemish 

Academy of Belgium for Science and Arts in Brussels for the first EMODnet Stakeholder Conference. Over the course 

of a day and a half, EMODnet experts and interested stakeholders discussed whether marine data collected via 

current observation and monitoring activities in Europe, satisfy the needs of those who rely upon it. Participants 

included marine data collectors, data-managers and users from both public and private sectors, as well as interested 

stakeholders from each of the regional sea basins: the Arctic, Atlantic, Baltic Sea, Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea, and 

North Sea. 

The Conference centred on the innovative approaches taken by a series of EMODnet data stress tests, also known 

as Sea-basin Checkpoints1, to evaluate whether the marine data currently available at the level of the sea basins 

is fit for purpose. The aim of the Checkpoints is to assess if the quality and availability of the data are sufficient. 

Over the course of the meeting, the Checkpoints showcased the results of their work to date, highlighting where 

they have identified major gaps or bottlenecks towards improving Europe’s observation capacity. Stakeholders 

were actively engaged in the discussion of these results and contributed to a wide range of recommendations 

to improve European marine data collection and sharing efforts, and to making progress towards a coherent 

European Ocean Observing System. This report provides a high-level summary of the Conference and associated 

break-out workshops.

1 Further  information on the Checkpoints and access to all the Checkpoint resources can be found at http://www.emodnet.eu/checkpoints

Introduction



EMODnet Stakeholder Conference  |  14-15 February 2017

4

The EMODnet Sea-basin Checkpoints Concept

The EMODnet Sea-basin Checkpoints assess the quality and availability of the current observation 

monitoring data at the level of the regional sea basins. By testing the data against specific end-user 

challenges, the Checkpoints will demonstrate how well the current monitoring system provides data to 

meet the needs of users. In doing so data gaps and duplications will be highlighted.

The concept of EMODnet Sea-basin Checkpoints was introduced within the Green Paper ‘Marine 

Knowledge 2020: from seabed mapping to ocean forecasting’ (COM-2012-437). In spite of EU initiatives 

such as EMODnet, Copernicus and Data Collection Framework (DCF) for Fisheries to deliver seamless 

layers of marine data across national boundaries, there are still shortcomings with the availability and 

accessibility of EU marine data. Data collections have been largely put in place for specific and/or national 

purposes. There is still an approximate overview on a sea-basin scale of gaps and duplications and there 

is no overall view of what the priorities are for further data collection or assembly. Thus the EMODnet 

Checkpoint initiative will begin to link all existing monitoring data at the level of the basins and assess 

them in order to provide advice for future improvements.

Six Sea-basin Checkpoints are in operation. The first two Checkpoints were initiated in the Mediterranean 

Sea and the North Sea in 2013. Checkpoints for the Arctic, Atlantic, Baltic and Black Sea being launched 

in 2015.

All Checkpoints are addressing some or all of the following challenges which are relevant to the protection 

and preservation of the marine environment and its resources, assessing the impacts of climate change 

and anthropogenic activities and to supporting the activities of maritime actors.

The EMODnet Checkpoints are focusing on finding data to address challenges at the level of the regional 

sea basins from all possible sources, including but not restricted to EMODnet.

More information about the Checkpoint Concept and links to all relevant websites can be found at www.

emodnet.eu/checkpoints 

Checkpoints

Challenge Arctic Atlantic Baltic Sea Black Sea Med Sea North Sea

Windfarm siting • • • • • •

Marine protected areas • • • • • •

Oil platform leaks • • • • • •

Climate and coastal protection • •

Climate change • • • •

Coasts • • • •

Fisheries management • • • • • •

Marine environment management • •

Fisheries impact • • • •

Eutrophication • • • •

River inputs • • • • • •

Bathymetry • • • •

Alien species • • • •
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Welcoming the numerous participants, Chair of the 

EMODnet Steering Committee Phil Weaver opened the 

Conference by noting the growing interest in Europe in the 

challenges and opportunities associated with marine data 

acquisition, management and open access. Over recent 

years EMODnet has seen a big increase in the volume of 

data flowing through it, but also in the usefulness of this 

data, with a widening range of data products finding their 

way to a growing number of users. Of these products, the 

EMODnet Bathymetry’s Digital Terrain Model (DTM) is 

currently the most visible and popular EMODnet product, 

with more than 40,000 downloads per year. The growing 

success of EMODnet follows the understanding that sustainable growth in the blue economy while simultaneously 

achieving good environmental status in our European seas and oceans requires easy access to adequate and 

accurate data. Access to more and better data are particularly important, he added, to improve the management of 

the growing pressures on our ocean from human activities and to assess the impacts of climate change. EMODnet 

has been built bottom-up, largely by the scientific community who also represents its main user group. However, 

EMODnet is now at a stage where the available datasets are comprehensive enough to involve users from industry, 

the public sector and civil society to promote wider re-use of the data resources and to ensure that services and 

products that are being developed are fit for purpose. Summing up, Phil Weaver invited all participants to contribute 

to what he hoped would be an open dialogue, to identify what is working well and how European marine data 

collection and sharing efforts can be improved in the future.

Jan-Bart Calewaert (Head of the EMODnet Secretariat) started by reflecting back on the outcomes of the EMODnet 

Open Conference which had focused on the progress of the EMODnet thematic data sharing activities. He explained 

that less than two years later, the first EMODnet Stakeholder Conference takes a different perspective by zooming in 

on European marine data collection, availability and adequacy from the perspective of users via the EMODnet Sea-

basin Checkpoints. This Conference brings together all those involved in the EMODnet’s regional data stress-tests, 

to provide a common forum for sharing experiences, whilst allowing for regional specificities to be discussed during 

dedicated breakout sessions. This is important, he continued, because EMODnet was borne from the recognition that 

the huge investments in Europe in observing our seas and oceans were not always carried out in a coordinated way 

and with limited integrated assessment of the needs, gaps and duplications of efforts. Similarly, the data collected 

via these activities were stored in a fragmented way in 

numerous and diverse repositories making them difficult to 

access. The Marine Knowledge 2020 strategy  recognized 

the economic and societal value of these diverse data, but 

also that they could only be used by Europe’s scientists, 

public authorities, maritime operators and innovators if 

they could be easily found, accessed and if they were fit 

for purpose. EMODnet has made great strides towards 

achieving this goal and continues to develop activities to 

promote open data sharing practices. Most recently, the 

launch of a Data Ingestion Portal (www.emodnet-ingestion.

eu) was set up to facilitate the process for data owners to 

14 February 2017 (Day 1): Plenary Opening

Stress-testing European marine data - the EMODnet Sea-basin Checkpoints 
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contribute their data. In addition, new data layers would soon be available on marine litter, marine noise and vessel 

traffic density and the current third phase of development would focus on achieving more machine to machine 

communication, higher performance of portals and more coherence. Complementing the many other EMODnet 

activities, Jan-Bart Calewaert concluded that the Checkpoints provide a mechanism for assessing the adequacy and 

completeness of our current marine observation and data collection framework which is unique in the world.

The keynote presentation by Valerie Cummins (Irish Maritime and Energy Resource 

Cluster) focussed on the importance of data and information for users of ocean and 

coastal space and the role of industry as users and providers of marine data. She 

noted the tremendous efforts involved in developing and sustaining EMODnet and 

the huge benefits it could deliver to the diverse stakeholders and users of our ocean 

space. Open data and open innovation, she said, will provide opportunities for all 

stakeholders. However, these stakeholders all have specific data and information 

requirements for the planning, management and implementation of their activities 

and this presents a tremendous challenge. She pointed out that the term ‘industry’ 

represents a very diverse group of entities, encompassing users as well as producers 

of marine data – and often companies are both at the same time. An easy way to 

improve access to industry data would be to implement better regulations to make 

data collected in the context of Environmental Impact Assessments more available. 

With today’s unprecedented pressures on our natural resources, the burden on our coastal areas is particularly heavy 

as they currently accommodate 50% of the world’s population in a narrow band between land and sea while providing 

48% of global economic wealth. Integrated Coastal Zone Management and effective Maritime Spatial Planning are 

crucial to deal with these pressures. Looking ahead towards 2030, Valerie Cummins saw many opportunities for 

Blue Growth, but also a critical need for stability for the private sector to invest. An enhanced European marine 

monitoring and observation system must meet the requirements of science, policy, civil society and industry and the 

opportunity for Europe is to build capacity towards both physical infrastructure and institutional innovation. Ocean 

observing is a global priority and Europe can demonstrate leadership in this area. Valerie Cummins concluded that, 

in order to unleash the full potential of open marine data and innovation, interoperability is the key: interoperability 

of technologies, interoperability of data and interoperability of people.

Iain Shepherd (Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries – DG 

MARE) introduced the concept and challenges of the EMODnet Sea-basin 

Checkpoints. The rational for these data stress-tests, he said, was finding a 

way to assess the priorities in terms of planning marine observations and 

data collection as well ensuring openness and re-usability for those who rely 

on marine data. The Checkpoints provide a mechanism to assess available 

data against simulated user challenges and, in doing so, to  identify gaps 

in the current observation and monitoring framework and opportunities for 

future observation needs. An example of a challenge that had been set for 

each of the Checkpoints was to select an appropriate site for an offshore 

windfarm. To solve this challenge, the Checkpoints had to consider what 

datasets were needed (e.g. wind profiles, sediments, protected habitats and 

shipping lanes), where they could be found and if they were fit for use. Other 

challenges included establishing the coherence of a network of marine 
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protected areas in a sea basin, forecasting the impacts following an oil spill within 24 hours, providing information 

on coastal change, eutrophication or riverine input, the impact of fisheries activity, invasive species and climate 

change. Attempts to solve these questions provide valuable information about whether the data are available and 

appropriate, and if the right data are being collected.
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Results of the EMODnet Sea-basin Checkpoints to date

In advance of the meeting the results of the stress-tests to date were summarised according to the seven EMODnet 

themes: Bathymetry, Biology, Chemistry, Geology, Human Activities, Physics and Seabed Habitats to identify 

common and contrasting issues. A compilation of ‘key findings’ per thematic area was distributed to attendees of 

the conference and can be found in Annex 2 of this report.  The main findings per thematic area were presented as 

outlined below. 

•	 Bathymetry, Eline Van Olsen (Arctic Checkpoint)

•	 Biology, Jun She (Baltic Sea Checkpoint)

•	 Chemistry, Atanas Palazov (Black Sea Checkpoint)

•	 Geology, Nadia Pinardi (Med Sea Checkpoint)

•	 Human Activities, Quillon Harpham (North Sea Checkpoint)

•	 Physics, Mikaël Vasquez (Atlantic Checkpoint)

•	 Seabed Habitats, Jan-Bart Calewaert (Head of the EMODnet Secretariat)

Panel Discussion

In opening the floor to questions, Iain Shepherd (DG MARE) stressed that the presentations had focused on ‘headline 

findings.’ It was important to note that these were drawn from detailed Data Adequacy Reports (DARs) prepared 

by each Checkpoint and presented to experts for feedback. Therefore ‘headline findings’ were underpinned by 

comprehensive assessments and should be considered in the context of the full background provided by the reports. 

The intermediate results for each region have been published on the Maritime Forum website and all the Data 

Adequacy Reports and detailed literature reviews for the Atlantic, Artic, Baltic Sea, Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and 

the North Sea, can be accessed via the EMODnet central portal here http://www.emodnet.eu/checkpoints/reports.   

Common Challenges

•	 All Checkpoints experienced considerable difficulties in obtaining fisheries data which is mainly a policy issue. 

Regulations exist to ensure these data are being collected under the Data Collection Framework (DCF) for fisheries. 

However, the quality and the consistency of the data submissions by some Member States are sometimes an 

issue. Some Member States are not willing to provide this data to users or will do so only by passing on to users 

the cost required to process the data.
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•	 While raw data is of more interest to some of the 

more experienced EMODnet users, others are mainly 

interested in data products such as maps. However, 

providing access to underlying raw data to the wider 

community was considered important to allow others 

to test, validate or improve existing products and 

to stimulate the creation of entirely new innovative 

products and services. 

Checkpoint Methodology and Future Plans

•	 The EMODnet Checkpoints were free to develop their own approach to meet the requirements of the challenges. 

As a result, the North Sea and the Mediterranean Sea Checkpoints established in 2013 each developed their own 

slightly different approach. In 2015, Checkpoints for the Arctic, Atlantic, Baltic Sea and Black Sea  were added: 

the Black Sea and the Atlantic followed the approach taken by the Mediterranean Sea Checkpoint. The Arctic 

and Baltic Checkpoints developed their own approach, although they incorporated  some of the elements and 

terminology developed by the Mediterranean checkpoint. Despite taking different approaches, the Checkpoints 

generally reach similar conclusions where feasible, given the regional specificities. However, both audience and 

panellists agreed that should these stress tests be repeated again in the future, it would be useful to streamline 

the approaches with an agreed common methodology building on the experience of current efforts. 

•	 Even with the same methodology, directly comparing results would always be challenging due to regional 

specificities.

•	DG MARE noted that the findings and recommendations from the 

Checkpoints Data Adequacy Reports are extremely valuable not only to 

improve EMODnet, but also for other initiatives and authorities responsible 

for data collection and the implementation of monitoring programmes. 

Some results have already been taken forward in the requirements for the 

third development phase of EMODnet (2017-2020). 

•	Participants would welcome options to make correlations between the 

various results. For example, how would fisheries impact data compare to 

seabed habitats data? Would it be possible to see cause and effect? Whilst 

this is beyond the scope of work of the Checkpoints themselves, the facility 

to overlay data products and possibly to make calculations is part of the 

roadmap for the development of data services to be made available via the 

EMODnet Central Portal.

Research data

•	 A significant proportion of the data used in the Checkpoints’ analyses originated from research projects. However, 

some of the research data of interest was not available or accessible because the project had ended and/or the 

data was not open-access. It was recommended that it should be mandatory for Horizon 2020 projects collecting 

marine data to make this data available via an appropriate data repository which is feeding into EMODnet. 
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•	 Many academic laboratories are not ISO (International Organization for Standardization) accredited which may 

limit the use of resulting data, for example when marine chemical data is required for MSFD (Marine Strategy 

Framework Directive) reporting. However, this data may have many other potential applications without such 

strict requirements so it is crucial to ensure that these data are not lost. Nevertheless, the importance of providing 

appropriate information about the provenance, quality and precision of the data cannot be underestimated. 

During this session, each of the Checkpoints hosted a regional Sea-basin Stakeholder Workshop. Participants had 

been invited to register in advance for the workshop of most relevance to them. Due to the similar approaches taken 

between the Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea, these workshops were merged.

Checkpoint coordinators presented the main findings from their Data Adequacy Reports  and invited feedback from 

the stakeholders to reach a set of joint recommendations. An overview of the outputs from these workshops are 

available in Annex 1.

Breakout session: Regional Sea-basin Stakeholder Workshops
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During the closing session, Checkpoint coordinators presented the key outcomes from the previous afternoon’s 

breakout session (Annex 2) as a starting point for an open floor discussion with the panel. The main comments and 

issues arising from this session were the following:

Data Gaps: absence of data versus restrictions on access

•	 When reporting data gaps, Checkpoints should 

clearly indicate whether the ‘gap’ reflects an absence 

of data (and thus a requirement for new/additional 

monitoring), or that the data exists but is currently 

unavailable. Often an absence of data reflects a lack 

of access to data, often due to policy constraints, 

as opposed to the data not having been collected. 

However sometimes it is not possible to distinguish 

these.

•	 The lack of information on sediment mass balance 

and the lack of access to important data on fishing 

activities (existing but difficult to obtain) are major problems and should be addressed as a matter of urgency. 

•	 There is a need for expanding the coverage of the High Frequency (HF) radar network to obtain more data in 

Europe. In the US 70% of the coast is covered by HF radars. 

•	 Many data sets are unfit for use, of very poor quality and poorly described by their metadata. Significant time and 

effort goes into screening large quantities of data to find that only a handful of datasets are useful and usable. 

This effort could be greatly reduced with good metadata. There is a particular need to develop better metadata 

standards for chemical contaminants.

•	 Data access constraints sometimes reflect commercial sensitivities: data may be of strategic interest to a company, 

or sharing it may raise liability issues. In some cases, specialized SMEs collect data for other companies and as 

such do not own it. There is a need to inform the private sector about the benefits of sharing data and provide 

incentives for them to contribute to open data repositories. EMODnet could facilitate safe keeping of data by 

offering to aggregate and anonymize the data. There are also opportunities 

to improve data acquisition working with industry to obtain access to cabled 

platforms etc.

•	 The conclusions of the stress tests and identified gaps are determined largely 

by the specific phrasing of a challenge. Therefore results must be considered 

in relation to the questions asked. Conclusions should only be drawn in the 

context of the details provided in full Data Adequacy Reports. 

The Checkpoint Challenges: current and future 

•	 Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) will represent a significant challenge in the 

future, requiring a huge variety of data, including transboundary data and the 

need to combine monitoring efforts with modelling. 

15 February 2017 (Day 2): Plenary Closing

Improving Europe’s Marine Observation Capacity
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•	 There was general agreement that the Checkpoints process should be 

repeated with more sea-basin relevant challenges representing real user 

needs as the current challenges are not all of equal relevance to all of the 

sea basins. For example, windfarm siting may be more relevant to the North 

sea than to the Arctic. 

•	 Sector specific user challenges could be considered in the context of Blue 

Growth. Additionally, EMODnet should consider organizing workshops to 

bring together stakeholders of specific sectors, for example focusing on 

data needs for aquaculture.   

•	 In some of the challenges the lack of long time series data inhibited 

the ability to produce the relevant data products, for example for climate 

change. This raised the question for the Checkpoints as to whether they 

should provide low-quality products and flag these as such, or not produce 

the products at all because the data was of low quality.

EMODnet

•	 A lack of information on vessel traffic will be addressed during the next phase of EMODnet, where Vessel 

Monitoring System (VMS) and/or Automatic Identification System (AIS) data will be obtained by EMODnet Human 

Activities portal to develop vessel traffic density maps. 

•	 EMODnet should develop showcases providing 

examples of data or products being used demonstrating 

clear positive impacts, as these would demonstrate the 

relevance of EMODnet efforts.

•	 The results of the Checkpoints and the available 

data resources provided by EMODnet should be 

communicated more widely as they are still not very 

visible to some target user communities.

•	 By focusing on data gaps new monitoring needs can be identified. However, it is necessary to evaluate whether 

this monitoring is critical or not in relation to other efforts. These needs will vary on a sea-basin by sea-basin level.

•	 The Checkpoints identified many new data sets, some of which are relevant to the EMODnet thematic portals but 

not yet available by them. The new EMODnet Data Ingestion Project (DIP) and associated portal could facilitate 

the entry of these data sets into the system. The Checkpoint coordinators were invited to work closely with the DIP 

to ensure the success of this ingestion process.
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Progress on Establishing a European Ocean Observing System (EOOS) 

Glenn Nolan (EurGOOS) provided an overview of the 

progress made on establishing a European Ocean 

Observing System (EOOS), a process driven by EuroGOOS 

and the European Marine Board (EMB). These efforts go 

hand in hand with the growing recognition that Europe 

needs a comprehensive, end-to-end European Ocean 

Observing System to align and connect existing initiatives 

and to identify gaps in the current observing system. In 

2015, EuroGOOS and the EMB launched a joint activity 

on EOOS, bringing together the marine scientific and 

operational oceanographic communities to develop a 

roadmap, time-line and governance structure for EOOS. A 

joint public stakeholder consultation on EOOS was held between December 2016 and January 2017. The consultation 

collected views from the European ocean observing community and wider stakeholders spanning policy, industry 

and national agencies, on what EOOS should look like and how it should be run. In total 115 responses were received, 

and the vast majority of the respondents endorsed the EOOS concept and the need for a coordinating framework for 

European Ocean Observing. 

In the brief discussion that followed, participants stressed the need for a strong statement that the data management 

aspect of EOOS should be taken on board by EMODnet. It was also recommended that a cost benefit analyses would 

provide an important contribution to the justification of the need for an EOOS. In response, Glenn Nolan stressed 

again that EOOS would build on existing initiatives, such as EMODnet, and would not try to ‘reinvent the wheel’ but 

would rather focus on adding value where possible and appropriate.

An EMODnet Use Case Perspective

Clare O’Neill (UK Met Office) provided a keynote from 

the perspective of an EMODnet user. She presented 

the recent improvements in the UK Met Office storm 

surge forecasting through the use of EMODnet digital 

bathymetry. The new system, developed in collaboration 

with the National Oceanography Centre (NOC) in 

Southampton, uses NEMO  as the underlying ocean 

model. In order to correctly forecast storm surges, it is vital 

that the model’s tidal solution is accurate, which in turn 

requires an accurate bathymetry. As part of the setup a 

number of different bathymetry products were tested, and 

the results compared with observations from tide gauges 

around the UK.  Using EMODnet bathymetry led to an overall improvement in the model tide solution compared with 

the previously used bathymetry data. Systematic biases in particular have been significantly reduced. 
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In introducing the panel, Bernhard Friess (Directorate-General for Maritime 

Affairs and Fisheries – DG MARE) reflected that there was a clear consensus 

in the room on the importance and role of EMODnet. It represented a huge 

achievement and is considered to be unique globally in terms of providing 

access to transnational, multidisciplinary data. The Checkpoints represented 

an important evolution within EMODnet, in terms of considering data 

availability and usability from the perspective of the user. Earlier phases of 

EMODnet’s development had focused on the data aggregation, in this new 

Phase, EMODnet is in a position to explore how the data could be used by 

stakeholders. Are the data sufficient and what cross-links need to be made? 

Perspectives looking forward include the business use of EMODnet and how 

it can be used towards achieving good environmental status and effective 

Maritime Spatial Planning. To strengthen stakeholder involvement, an end-

user forum will shortly be established for EMODnet and a study will be 

carried out to assess the economic value of EMODnet.  

Niall McDonough provided the perspective of the European Marine Board (EMB) as a pan-European network advancing 

marine science through science-policy advice to the EU institutions and national agencies. Referring to the long 

term interest of the European Marine Board in ocean observations, Niall McDonough referred back to an EMODnet 

vision document produced by EMB and EuroGOOS in 2008 and noted that significant progress has been made in 

the intervening period. He stressed that the vision for EOOS today is to develop a light and overarching framework, 

building on existing initiatives. In this context one of most important initiatives in the marine data and observation 

landscape is EMODnet and the Commission deserves great credit for bringing it to where it is now. The scientific 

community is the biggest user of EMODnet but it is also a major provider 

of marine data, often collected through short-term research projects. Much 

of this data is not being taken up by EMODnet or made available for other 

users. Data rescue is an important issue to ensure these data holdings are 

not lost and there is a need to incentivise researchers to make their data 

available on open access platforms. EMODnet is now mature enough to 

really communicate its role to all users. Referring to the global open data 

movement and increasing requirements by funding bodies for open data 

policy through initiatives such as the EU Open Science Cloud  and now 

the Blue Cloud, he proposed that projects funded through the Horizon 

2020 programme should be required – with appropriate opt-outs – to 

upload data collected as part of the funded project to relevant repositories 

feeding into EMODnet. However, rather than just making this a mandatory 

requirement for scientists, it would be important to encourage scientists to 

contribute research data by providing incentives such as opportunities for 

peer recognitions and career advancement. 

Introducing Simon Jennings (ICES, International Council for the Exploration of the Sea), Bernhard Friess said 

that the EC was probably one of the main users of ICES, a network of 1600 active scientists contributing to 160 

working groups providing advice on fisheries and sustainable use of marine ecosystem resources. Data is central to 

everything ICES does, and increases the impact and relevance of ICES core work, its science and scientific advice. 

As such ICES welcomes and commends EMODnet for providing wider access to data. Open data and open-source 

Day 2: Concluding Panel Discussion

Towards improved data collection and open access: synthesis of findings 



EMODnet Stakeholder Conference  |  14-15 February 2017

16

code is central to scientific advancement. It is through full 

transparency and scrutiny that science advances and so 

too does science-based advice. The Checkpoints provide 

an excellent example of this, through acting as hyper stress 

tests of the available data. The more open the data, the 

greater the audience that can provide scrutiny. In relation 

to fisheries there have been some very clear messages 

from the Checkpoints that access and availability to VMS 

(Vessel Monitoring System) data is critically important. 

Access to these data is also crucial for ICES to carry out 

their rigorous analyses and for the advisory process. There 

is also a requirement to collect by-catch data, but the 

information coming from the Member States is not always complete which creates significant challenges for basin 

scale analyses.

Samantha Burgess (World Wildlife Fund - WWF) introduced WWF as a civil society organisation with a focus on 

nature conservation working to ensure that the planet and people thrive together. Access to high quality data and 

information is critical to the WWF work she said. They use environmental data to understand the physical structure 

of habitats, as well as data on species abundance and diversity. 

Impact data is also crucial to their work, to assess our societal 

footprint on European seas and oceans. WWF would agree with 

many of the gaps that have been identified by the Checkpoints. 

This raises the question as to whether management is effective: 

are we asking the right questions? Developing questions such as, 

‘what data do I need to deliver this?’ must involve dialogue, to 

ensure that environmental managers, all relevant stakeholders 

and the data providers fully understand what is being asked 

and what is necessary to deliver the appropriate answers. What 

EMODnet has already achieved to date is incredibly beneficial to 

the transparency agenda, to enable civil society and the public to understand what we know as well as what we don’t 

know, and what steps remain to be taken to reduce the uncertainty in our knowledge. 

Valerie Cummins (UCC) made a number of high level observations from the 

perspective of a private sector stakeholder, as founder and leader of the Irish 

Maritime and Energy Resource Cluster, a maritime innovation hub bringing 

together the research community, naval actors and industry stakeholders. Firstly, 

she observed that many of the data gaps discussed during the Conference are 

particularly relevant to coastal zones. These would include High Frequency (HF) 

radar data, sediment budgets and habitat mapping. Another important issue 

is in relation to existing data that is not available, and a good example of this 

is vessel AIS (Automatic Indentification System) data. Thirdly, there is still a lot 

of data which is collected and stored somewhere, but not yet made available 

for re-use by others and this is where the EMODnet Data Ingestion Portal can 

have significant impact. EMODnet may also provide an opportunity for capacity 

building to support those who need to enhance their own data-sharing capability. 
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Finally, there is a huge amount of data which is available, but is not being used. The North Sea Checkpoint ‘Data 

Advisor’ concept  which provides a way for users to evaluate datasets based on the principles of ‘tripadvisor’, could 

help other potential users to identify relevant datasets. For EMODnet, she said ‘community’ is the big take home 

message. The EMODnet community is already well established and the link to the EOOS initiative is very important; 

not only to ensure that information on data gaps are taken up and result in deployment of infrastructure, but also to 

address first the most important gaps in terms of value for money. EMODnet should also continue to develop links 

with industry, with the military, with civil society and policy. She concluded that EMODnet has made huge strides 

forward since it started in 2009 and is now mature enough to be widely promoted as a best practice. 

Panel discussion key points

The Open Data Movement

•	 EMODnet has an important role to play in the open 

data movement. Increasingly national funding bodies 

are requiring researchers to deposit their results in 

open repositories and EMODnet could both support 

and benefit from this movement.

•	 The open data movement has many benefits. For one, 

the wider the community to which EMODnet data are 

made available, the greater the scrutiny of the data and 

services on offer and the greater the feedback driving 

progress; a positive self-perpetuating process. 

Industry involvement in data-sharing and re-use

•	 Industry already contributes to marine monitoring and observation, for example for migratory species and higher 

level predators. These examples provide a basis to convince more businesses to collaborate and contribute 

relevant data.

•	 Nevertheless, more leverage and incentives are required for industry to contribute more marine data. One 

option could be for EMODnet to develop a ‘blue-label’ to recognize the data contributions from businesses. 

Another action could be for EMODnet to develop data policies in dialogue with the private sector to facilitate 

the development of public-private partnerships. There may also be opportunities to obtain historic data that is no 

longer commercially sensitive.

•	 It was recommended that EMODnet makes linkages with the World Ocean Council who could provide a forum to 

promote the dialogue between data acquisition and sharing initiatives and industry at a global level.

Next steps for EMODnet, the Sea-basin Checkpoints and European marine monitoring

•	 EMODnet should dedicate time to explore the needs of specific Blue Growth sectors such as aquaculture. This 

sector is important because the EU remains one of the largest importers of seafood globally. EMODnet could 

serve the aquaculture sector for example by providing information on licensing, to support decisions around 

location of installations.



EMODnet Stakeholder Conference  |  14-15 February 2017

18

•	 There is a need for more information on species movements and migration. 

VMS data could potentially be used to provide information on pelagic 

predatory fish. There is also insufficient information on the entire life cycle 

of fisheries activities: there is not enough data on where the fish are being 

extracted from and what abundance there is to begin with, but also there 

is insufficient evidence to understand where the spawning sites are, where 

juveniles aggregate and how this can be temporally or spatially managed 

to ensure stocks remain sustainable.

•	 There will always be long and detailed wish lists in terms of data collection, 

particularly in relation to biodiversity data. One option is to work ‘smarter’ 

and many commission funded projects have looked at ways to collect 

additional data using existing surveys. An excellent example is the Bio-

Argo initiative which provides a means of collecting biological data on 

the back of physical oceanographic monitoring systems. In coastal zones 

we should see fisheries surveys as an existing available platform and we should work smarter to collect more 

information within the framework of such existing initiatives.

Bernhard Friess summed up the session emphasizing that EMODnet was at a pivotal point, making a step-change 

from being driven and used by scientists to being a more outward looking network, developing in dialogue with 

stakeholders from industry, policy and civil society. An important take-home message from the panel therefore is for 

EMODnet to look for pragmatic ways of strengthening the involvement of these stakeholders, building on the efforts 

of this Conference. Finally, he expressed his thanks to the panellists and also to Jan-Bart Calewaert and the EMODnet 

Secretariat for their organisation of this event.

Conclusions and key findings

Data stress test results show that EMODnet and Copernicus have made 

significant improvements in access and usability of EU’s marine data but 

that much remains to be done. Many data are still hidden, unavailable or 

mutually incompatible. Data related to fisheries impact, river discharges 

and coastal erosion are particularly troublesome, but efforts are underway 

to tackle these parameters. 

Although the presentations and discussion during the EMODnet 

Stakeholder Conference provided many new insights, the real benefit lies 

in the detailed reports produced by the stress test partnerships and their 

stakeholders. Those wishing to know the state of knowledge of invasive 

species in the Arctic, eutrophication in the Baltic or coastal erosion in the 

Mediterranean will find this and much more information in the Checkpoints 

reports available from the Maritime Forum  and via the EMODnet central 

Portal . 

The Conference has made one thing very clear: EMODnet stress tests provide a unique and timely evaluation of the 

state of Europe’s marine data which allow us to take stock of how far we are from reaching the objectives set by the 
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European Commission’s Marine Knowledge 2020 initiative 

and guide future actions. The Conference also revealed a 

number of general lessons about what has worked well in 

the past and what can be improved in the future. 

Positive observations

•	 EMODnet and the Copernicus marine service have 

brought real benefits. They are now the first port of call 

when looking for many types of marine information. 

National hydrographic agencies, geological surveys and 

oceanographic data centres are committed to the initiative. The improvement in storm surge monitoring is a 

classic vindication of the “collect once, use many times” principle. 

•	 The regional sea conventions and ICES share the EU’s marine knowledge objectives and have contributed to 

meeting them. The renewed EMODnet partnerships will work even closer with them in order to improve efficiency.

•	 At a global level, EMODnet contributes significantly to GEBCO for bathymetry and OBIS for marine life. 

•	 Particularly in the Mediterranean, EU research projects have compiled valuable datasets even though it is not 

always straightforward to obtain this data.

Remaining challenges and bottlenecks

•	 Many data still remain hidden, poorly organised and beyond the reach of users. Metadata such as ownership 

or measurement date are often missing. In the majority of cases the stress tests were unable to identify future 

priorities for monitoring, other than perhaps a benthic survey, because they were unable to determine whether 

data in a particular area existed but could not be found or whether it had not been collected.

•	 Access to fisheries data for purposes other than scientific advice to fisheries - for instance impact on species 

caught as bycatch or bottom habitats - is extremely limited and not enough for a sound analysis. 

•	 Similarly, the lack of shipping traffic density maps hampers spatial planning or impact assessment on a sea-basin 

scale. 

•	 Coastal data are a particular issue given that this is where people live and where the majority of offshore activity 

takes place. In not one sea basin was it possible to provide a complete picture of the flow of water, nutrients, 

sediments or migrating species from rivers or the rate of coastal erosion or sea-level rise.

•	 Spatial resolution of derived products for the seafloor such as topography, geological strata and habitats is often 

too coarse, despite, in some cases the existence of underlying survey data that is much finer. Reasons include 

concerns from national governments of penetration by enemy submarines and, in the case of geology, the 

difficulty in harmonising different national classifications.

•	 The price charged by national meteorological offices for wind data severely limits their use.

•	 In some cases, long-time-series, such as Russian observations in the Arctic, Greek fixed platforms or Italian tide 
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gauges have been discontinued because of budget cuts.

•	 Data reported to authorities in impact assessments, such as for the 

German wind farms, are often unavailable for re-use despite their having 

no commercial value.

•	 The southern shore of the Mediterranean is still very poorly served. 

EMODnet partners indicated that the many interactions they have had 

with institutes and agencies in northern Africa, to obtain relevant data 

hosted at these organisations, had resulted in little success so far.

•	 Budget limitations mean that EMODnet has so far only been able to 

provide distribution maps of a limited number of species of marine life. 

Reasons to be optimistic 

•	 The new EMODnet partnership will gather, harmonise and disseminate data on marine litter and underwater 

noise. Records of water and nutrient outlet flow from rivers will also be included.

•	 The base resolution of the seabed map layers will shift from 7½ arc seconds to 3. And, where underlying data 

permit, higher resolution data will be disseminated.

•	 The new Data Ingestion facility (www.emodnet-ingestion.eu) greatly facilitates the transfer of data from completed 

research projects, impact assessments and industrial monitoring programmes to national or regional repositories 

for subsequent dissemination through EMODnet.

•	 The new partnership for EMODnet Human Activities will begin work on construction of ship density maps. A 

process to obtain the data from ships’ Automatic Identification Systems on which these maps will be constructed 

has begun.

•	 A new Horizon2020 project to start in April 2017 aims to galvanise a more collaborative approach from institutes 

and authorities in north African countries.

•	 A new expert group representing users of marine data will provide additional guidance for the further development 

of EMODnet data portals, products and services to ensure these are fit for purpose.

•	 The next phase of EMODnet will aim to develop common standards with international efforts over and above 

those with GEBCO and OBIS.

Towards the future

In the course of their work, the EMODnet Sea-basin Checkpoint partnerships have developed a number of tools to 

advise on the whereabouts and suitability of data to solve particular problems. These could be used more widely. 

Some work is needed to refine and streamline the tools, applied methods and indicators to a more coherent and 

common approach, building on the lessons learned and the best elements from each of the stress test exercised. 

Steps will be undertaken towards the end of 2017 to reach this goal.  

Although some of the individual challenges could be rethought, it is difficult to think of a better way of highlighting 

gaps and identifying priorities. 
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As part of the First EMODnet Stakeholder Conference, a break-out session was organised for stakeholders to meet and 

discuss the findings of the individual Sea-basin Checkpoints. Checkpoint Challenges are the core of the Checkpoint 

stress-tests as they are used to assess the fitness for purpose of the data. The aim is to assess if the quality, resolution, 

availability and consistency of the data are sufficient. The specific challenges have been selected by the European 

Commission and are very diverse as described on the EMODnet Central Portal at www.emodnet.eu/checkpoints. 

A literature survey to search and describe all potentially relevant datasets is produced as a report. The identified 

datasets are subsequently analysed for usability in addressing the different challenges. The assessment results in a 

Data Adequacy Report (DAR) which is reviewed by an external panel where experts comment on the work in order to 

give recommendations to the Member States and to the EC on future improvements.

This annex provides summaries of each of the breakout workshops.

Arctic Sea-basin Checkpoint

During this interactive session members of the Arctic Checkpoint team presented the approach and main findings of 

the project to date. The Arctic Checkpoint covers a vast area connected to Europe, Canada, North America and Russia. 

All outputs (reports, findings, presentations, etc.) of the Arctic Checkpoint are available on a dedicated website www.

emodnet-arctic.eu, accessible also via the EMODnet central portal http://www.emodnet.eu/checkpoints.  

Discussions centred around following themes/challenges:

For Marine Protected Areas, the objective is to analyse the existing network of MPAs in the Arctic, categorise them, 

determine whether the network constitutes a coherent one and assess the impact of climate change. 492 MPAs were 

identified so far. 

Lessons learnt:

•	 The world database on MPAs contained 90% of the MPAs but it is not complete. 

•	 GIS maps need to be projected to a polar projection.

•	 Datasets are often available in national languages (e.g Russian), which may cause interpretation problems.

•	 Data on species distribution has not yet been received from IUCN.

•	 At the current point in the work,  no major knowledge gaps for MPAs have been observed.

For Offshore wind farm siting the objective is to determine the suitability of sites for the development of an offshore 

wind farm. Suitable sites are interpreted as economically viable for offshore wind energy with little impact on both 

ecosystem and human activities. In Norway there are around 200 blocks with potential to develop offshore wind 

farms. A short discussion ensued on the available resolution to adequately answer the questions in this challenge.

Lessons learnt:

•	 An adequate assessment can be done.

•	 There is a need to check the impact of the icing factor on turbines.

•	 The datasets used are available on the internet but the search tools could be improved.

•	 More detailed datasets can be found when the search area is more focused.

Annex 1: Summaries of the Checkpoint Stakeholder workshops
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•	 Open challenge: impacts of floating turbines on seabed still needs to be investigated.

•	 For Fisheries Management & Impact, the data availability is much less in the Arctic than for other areas. FAO data 

(FAO area 18) is available but it only contains data on catches (catch + discards) and no landing data. Discards 

and bycatch (incidental catches of mammals, reptiles and seabirds) are mandatory to report in some countries 

but not in all.

Lessons learnt:

•	 There is still a big knowledge gap in terms of fisheries in the Arctic region.

•	 It’s not always clear whether data relates to catch or landings.

•	 Catch data in the Arctic basin are too low to be credible (FAO area 18).

•	 Russian data is often not available and this poses a problem to address this challenge. There are Russian fishing 

quota available in Norway on government sites.

•	 There is overlap between the Arctic study area and the ICES areas. The full ICES areas were used for this challenge, 

not parts of them.

•	 AIS (commercial) data would be useful in this challenge but it is not always available.

•	 NGOs such as Greenpeace might be able to add data or information.

For Bathymetry, Depth profiles from multibeam data for habitat mapping can be useful. Norway has an enormous 

amount of bathymetry data, but it’s not always available (eg. Due to military restriction). It is however expected that 

0-30m data will soon become available.

For Alien Species, information on the introduction and distribution of alien species in the Arctic Ocean, and on 

the impact on the ecosystem and economy was collected. Collected information includes taxonomy, geography, 

introduced range and year of introduction, vector or reason for introduction and impacts. Maps are constructed 

showing the area in the Arctic where the species is introduced. It was found that biodiversity research in the Arctic is 

quite patchy and limited monitoring of invasive species in the Arctic results in data and knowledge gaps.

The Climate change challenge is a broad challenge with nine different sub-challenges. For some topics, such as sea-

ice extent for example, a lot of data from different sources is available. For other topics, such as phytoplankton, it can 

be quite difficult to gather useful data for the entire area. For many parameters, data can be found on a very small 

spatial and temporal scale, making it difficult to present an overview of the entire Sea Basin. For certain parameters, 

this is not a useful exercise as different parts of the sea basin can have completely different circumstances. This is the 

case not only for phytoplankton, but also for animal behaviour for example. 

The River input challenge has to date focused on water volume and temperature, sediment and total nitrogen and 

phosphates. This challenge will look at salmon and eel in the coming phase of the project. So far the data availability 

was very different for the requested parameters. Most data were found for the volume of water discharge. The data 

availability for the other parameters was considerably less. Water quality monitoring is expensive, especially at 

remote sites. Measurements are erratic, time series are short and measurement protocols differ between sites.

Conclusions regarding possible follow-ups to this contract:

•	 The current checkpoint projects can be considered as pilots, it shows what works and what doesn’t. Possible 

follow-ups should focus on what works.
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•	 The network built during this project is key for any future developments. It takes time for people to find and work 

with new developments such as EMODnet, it would be a waste to lose this experience and network  after the end 

of the project.

•	 The websites built in the checkpoint projects will provide links to data sources and datasets, as the websites do 

not hold the data themselves but link to the sources, if the sources are kept up-to-date the upkeep of our websites 

will be minimal.

•	 Having local contacts at a global level can be very useful (e.g. Russia).

•	 Any future challenge questions should be more focused on what is important and why this is important. For 

example, looking at possible windfarm sites is only useful if there is a need for wind energy in the area. Another 

example is instead of looking at platforms for the oil spill challenge, to look at oil spills from ships and how to deal 

with oil and sea ice.

In conclusion, the Arctic Checkpoint workshop covered various useful topics of discussion. Valuable contacts and 

beneficial suggestions were made. As part of the larger EMODnet Conference, the meeting contributed to share and 

gain knowledge and building a useful (Arctic) network of data experts and stakeholders.

Atlantic Sea-basin Checkpoint

In a short opening presentation, the Chair defined the objective of the workshop, namely to provide concrete 

solution-oriented proposals to some data adequacy issues so far identified by the Atlantic Checkpoint. The Project 

had produced a list of issues to be discussed,  grouped by theme (physics, human activities, biology, bathymetry, 

habitat, chemistry, geology), as previously agreed with the Secretariat. The participants considered these issues and 

attempted to provide a recommendation for each of them. 

Main outcomes of the discussions

All the recommendations developed in the course of the workshop are available in full in the break out session 

report. The following are a short selection considered by the group as the top recommendations.

•	 HF radar presence should be increased. Compared to the USA, where 75% of coasts are covered by HF radar, the 

presence of HF radars in Europe is poor. HF Radars provide real-time information on sea-surface currents, which is 

key for many applications: marine safety (search and rescue, oil spill), marine resource (renewable marine energy), 

environment (water quality monitoring, pollution control), weather forecast and ocean 3D modelling.

•	 A GPS vertical correction should be implemented for all existing operational tide gauge platforms in Europe in 

order to enable the integration of land vertical motion in the computation of absolute sea level. 

•	 A free AIS (Automatic Identification System) service should be developed to make available AIS vessel tracking 

data. Such a service would foster the use of AIS data by applications such as “Oil leak” (impact of spill on traffic), 

“Windfarm siting”, “MPAs” (competition for space, traffic statistics), “Fisheries impact” and “Invasive species” 

(ballast water as a vector of species transport). It would also be in support of surface current computation (which 

itself is in support of many applications) because current speed and direction can be derived from boat drift.

•	 In some fields there is a need for standardization prior to integration in data platforms

-- Alien species
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-- Species mobility/behaviour

-- Human activities layers (e.g. aquaculture)

We encourage initiatives (e.g. working groups) for such standardization.

•	 More efforts are needed to demand promote free availability of existing data whose acquisition was funded by 

public money. This is obvious for survey data on bathymetry. 

Baltic Sea-basin Checkpoint

Stakeholders present agreed that the  current practices in the Baltic Sea-basin Checkpoint (BSCP) were extremely 

useful and that continuous Checkpoint efforts are needed in the future. 

User-oriented products and presentation: users demonstrated significant interest in the Baltic Sea-basin Checkpoint 

Portal and products (http://www.emodnet-baltic.eu/) and expressed a desire to further develop the current 

demonstration products into a dedicated web service. A series of user needs were identified:

•	 More information on metadata is needed in the portal, e.g. on methodology.

•	 New functions are suggested, e.g. dynamic feedback, authorship of the data, possibility for easy updates and 

uploading data by users, dedicated sectorial page with centralized access to all sector-related data and products, 

analysis function for users to relate different parameters, a layer of EEZ information etc. 

•	 The data portal can be a useful tool to facilitating marine knowledge generation, i.e. from open data to open 

science.

More gaps and optimization identified: in dynamic shallow water zone for bathymetry, sediment, currents etc. 

Adaptive, autonomous high resolution monitoring tools are effective and supplementary to improve current 

monitoring system. Optimal strategy could be reached by combining monitoring and modelling with OSSEs/OSEs 

and statistical optimal design methods. 

New challenge areas for future checkpoint assessment are recommended: adequacy of air pollution deposition data, 

Marine Spatial Planning, ocean acidification, hypoxia, operational forecasting, marine pollutants, underwater noise, 

atmospheric deposition etc. More in-depth definition of some of the existing challenges, e.g. fishery, will reveal more 

data needs. 

Data policy and future European Ocean Observing System: data policy should be an integral part of Checkpoint 

assessment for data related to research, military and commercial interests (e.g. bathymetry, fishery and private data). 

Checkpoints can provide much needed information for optimizing future European ocean observing systems and 

data management, rather than just data adequacy. This includes identifying key issues and potential solutions for 

building up a sustained European marine data infrastructure through more efficient 

•	 public-public partnership to maximize collection and integrated use of data, one example is to integrate 

operational in-situ data with environmental monitoring data (HELCOM), via speeding up environment data delivery 

and extensive use of modelling and assimilation. The benefit will be huge, both for operational oceanography 

and environment assessment in national, regional and EU levels.

•	 public-research partnership to maximize the data delivery from research projects, one example is to make BONUS 

(meta) data available to EMODnet. Further related is EMODnet-H2020 partnership.
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•	 public-private partnership to engage private partners in EMODnet and maximize their data sharing with EMODnet, 

flexible business models should be developed to engage existing commercial data practices and policies. One 

example is to gather more sediment data from companies. Normally many of these data can be shared after 5 

years.     

Mediterranean and Black Sea-basin Checkpoints

The coordinators and partners from the Mediterranean and Black Sea Checkpoints presented the main outcomes as 

follows:

•	 MedSea Checkpoint final gap analysis (N. Pinardi, INGV)

•	 BlackSea status of development (A. Palazov Institute of Oceanology, Bulgarian Academy of Sciences)

•	 The MedSeaTargeted Products (S. Simoncelli, INGV)

•	 BlackSea intermediate assessment results (A. Palazov)

•	 MedSea final DAR and recommendations (G. Manzella, INGV)

The final MedSea Checkpoint recommendations, extracted from the second Data Adequacy Report were presented 

and the audience asked to consider these in the context of the two key questions outlined below. The questions and 

the feedback obtained is outlined below:

1.  What do you think of the CKP methodology?

•	 Interesting approach, more Challenges are probably needed such as:

-- atmospheric deposition data sets;

-- aquaculture;

-- contaminant accumulation in sediments and biota.

•	 An element that will assess the quality of the input data sets should be included in the future.

•	 There is a need to evaluate the Checkpoints products quality

•	 The complementarity of input data sets in a product must be assessed.

2. How would you continue the CKP effort? What would be the time scale? 

•	 Need to maintain a good balance between private and public sector needs

•	 A 5-year framework for the planning of the continuation could be a reasonable timeframe

General discussion points

•	 Why is ocean acidification not included among the challenges? Hypoxia is also very important in the Black Sea.

•	 The assessment of adequacy of the atmospheric forcing data is partially biased. The partners of the “Oil platform 

leaks” Challenge, have access to the data as Monitoring and Forecasting Centres of CMEMS, otherwise the 

data would not be accessible. The lack of data availability emerges in the availability indicator but not in the 

appropriateness of the Targeted Products.

•	 Issues related to the recommendation of making a specific EMODnet portal for Fishery data.  Currently data are 

not easily available, not in the proper form and coverage/resolution is very inadequate for Challenge products.

-- An EMODnet initiative for Fishery should also focus on capacity building for data collection best practices 
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and common tools of data analysis;

-- For fishing vessel track data sets, data are collected at very different time resolution, new standards should be 

established that are common;

-- New maritime traffic data sets should be made available to the Portals, possibly via connecting with new SAT-

AIS ESA initiative and EMSA;

-- It’s important to consider that different bodies are looking at different kind of data. Taking into account the 

impact of trawling on the sea floor, there are two main reason for gaps in VMS data (the institutional fishing 

control tracking system of each MS): the first is related with the privacy and the second one is related to 

the need for capacity building in VMS data analysis. In general Member States do not know how to process 

the data and they cannot provide the raw data because they are sensitive data. There is a need also of 

standardization procedure for data analyses. There should be a larger involvement of scientists on the data 

analyses and management. The data should be processed using a more scientific approach, this would result 

in the release of higher quality derived products.

•	 Considered a critical recommendation was the need to address the lack of information on sediment mass balance, 

either through including this in existing EMODnet Portals, or developing a new thematic portal. Data are, at the 

moment, not available for the Challenge products (also in the North Sea). The following suggestions were made:

-- It was suggested to develop a new scheme for monitoring the sediment mass balance on the basis of 

satellite multi- or hyper- spectral sensors in a complementary way to in situ data sets and connect it to coastal 

morphodynamics modelling and predictions. (Land Copernicus service for water levels);

-- Estimate sediment mass balance and sediment transport in the coastal zone from algorithms that detect 

Total Suspended Matter (TSM) from satellite data, as has been carried out for the Belgian coastal area. The 

consortium supported the idea of putting in place a new integrated monitoring system, by combining in situ 

and remote sensing data for cal/val activity, focusing on both empirical and analytical algorithms that aim 

at retrieving both TSM concentration and sediment characteristics (i.e., grain size distribution). Models for 

sediment transport are extensively used for morphodynamic investigations in particular case studies (e.g., the 

Venice lagoon), however, there are very few observations and no operative products related to this challenge. 

Due to the diverse scales of the sediment mass balance processes there was a recommendation to consult the 

specific scientific community. EMODnet’s Coastal Mapping Lot could be the community to address this issue 

(EMODnet should properly interface with the hydrological monitoring community, data collection practices 

not standard for the river stations, Interface with the Coastal Mapping Portal to initiate planning of new data 

collection might be a way).

-- The problem of beach erosion, for example, is very specific but at the same time both the EU landscape and 

the regional scale have to be considered in the near future. “Think globally and act locally” is the answer since 

the regional dimension is the right one to pursue. There is a need to monitor continuously the environment 

and make this activity operational.

•	 The complementarity of different type of data for inter-calibration could be an assessment criteria. This represents 

more of a scientific issue or a thematic portal issue. The introduction of a quality measure for upstream data sets 

that pass through a Quality Check process might be included. This has been one of the criteria applied by the 

partners during the upstream data selection among all the potential input data sets.

•	 The “River inputs” challenge might be extended to land input and atmospheric deposition. There is a need to 
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connect to the hydrology community. However, EMODnet physics will include river inputs soon. The location of 

monitoring stations at the river mouth is not a standard, they are currently inland or at sea, this represents an issue 

for the operational oceanographic community. An additional comment was related to tidal regimes that might 

be also important in the Med Sea for this purpose. A connection with Copernicus Land could be another way to 

address these points.

•	 In terms of a future Checkpoint effort:

-- A 5-year cycle was considered a reasonable time-frame, providing also an update on the monitoring landscape 

at the regional level

-- The audience suggested that a future partnership composition should have private and public institutions 

equally represented to guarantee a broader overview. The engineering community should be also represented.

-- A future challenge for aquaculture/fish farms as proposed. EMODnet Human Activities is already collecting 

information, however aquaculture requires very high resolution currents fields and biodiversity data. Closer 

to the coastal area requires the increase of spatial resolution; at present, the adequacy of data is not sufficient 

yet.

-- A future challenge for radioecology was proposed (this could be included in existing challenges about 

pollutants/ contaminants) or bioaccumulation of pollutants in the trophic chain, this would highlight the gaps 

in the bioaccumulation data.

•	 In relation to the  critical recommendation to  improve the habitat databases and the wave data set assembly and 

start new collection, the following points were made:

-- For habitat mapping new data collection is required. In the EMODnet portal the data are not downloadable 

and one is redirected to the data provider, limiting the responsiveness in case of stress tests. This is consistent 

with the DAR recommendation Improve the EMODnet Portal Data Policy visibility and the Data Policy for 

specific data sets that are not downloadable

-- For wave data sets the gap comes from in situ and modelling data. It is suggested that it would be interesting 

to have a wave data rescue initiative, wave data sets are probably not available for European waters before 

the 1980s, but still it is very important to have long time series. HF radar data can fill the resolution gaps

North Sea-basin Checkpoint

This summary is a record of the discussions and observations made at the second of two project panel meetings 

for the North Sea Checkpoint (NSCP) project, with the aim of allowing the Project Panel and other stakeholders to 

comment on the results and recommendations arising from the work. 

Some high level results and highlights from the North Sea Checkpoint project were presented during the conference 

plenary opening alongside the Human Activities theme. The open panel meeting followed as a breakout session 

from the conference. 

The main points raised by the panel discussion can be summarised in terms of the nature of the challenges themselves 

and the results obtained. These were also presented at the conference closing plenary:

•	 The framing of the results for the Challenges was fundamentally affected by the framing of the questions asked. 
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This is not necessarily seen as a weakness, especially since it produced a creative tension between the policy 

nature of the questions asked and the scientific nature of the responses.

•	 Notwithstanding the inevitable artificial element, overall, the Oil Spill Challenge was seen as an exercise in 

numerical modelling and substantial value lies in an assessment of how available data sources such as EMODnet 

can be used to drive such numerical models.

•	 When a data gap is reported, it is necessary to understand why it occurs. It may be that there is a genuine gap in 

the data available but it may equally be due to policy or management issues.

•	 Some stakeholders desire that EMODnet concentrates its provision on raw, low level data close to that which 

is obtained from sensors (or models). Other stakeholders prefer to receive higher level aggregated, derived 

products. Although raw data is an important base requirement, there is sometimes a case for creating higher level 

derived products.

•	 Poor quality metadata has led to a high level of inefficiency in evaluating whether candidate datasets were 

applicable for use. However, the North Sea Checkpoint project is not recommending the creation of a new 

metadata standard for marine data, rather, that existing standards be used with a mapping between them applied 

to aid the creation of a federated catalogue solution. 

•	 Metadata records should be owned by the organisations supplying the data and point to the data files in their 

associated repositories. Users could then be offered a facility for evaluating the effectiveness of the data they 

have used, as prototyped on the project with the ‘Data Advisor’.

This document forms a supplement to the North Sea Checkpoint (NSCP) Final Report issued to DG Mare and 

EMODnet in December 2016 (Reference: HR Wallingford Report DLS0342-RT016-R02-00).



EMODnet Stakeholder Open Conference  |  14-15 February 2017

29

Annex 2: Results of sea-basin stress tests to date – how good are 
European marine data?

Contents

Bathymetry..................................................................................................................................................................................................30

Geology........................................................................................................................................................................................................31

Physics..........................................................................................................................................................................................................32

Chemistry....................................................................................................................................................................................................34

Biology..........................................................................................................................................................................................................35

Habitats........................................................................................................................................................................................................38

Human activities........................................................................................................................................................................................39

Legal frameworks......................................................................................................................................................................................41

Annex A: indicators for Mediterranean and Black Sea checkpoints.........................................................................................45

This document is not a formal report or document, but was compiled by the EMODnet Checkpoint Coordinators only 

to provide summary information to Conference participants in support of the Workshops and  plenary discussion. 

These key findings should only be interpreted in the context of the full data adequacy reports for each Checkpoint. 

These can all be accessed here:   http://www.emodnet.eu/checkpoints/reports.
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14 February 2017

09:00-12:30  �Plenary Opening: Stress-Testing European Marine Data –  
the EMODnet Sea-basin Checkpoints

• �Welcome and setting the scene – 10’ 
Jan-Bart Calewaert (Head of the EMODnet Secretariat) 

• �Importance of data & information for users of ocean and coastal space and  
the role of industry as users and providers of marine data – 30’ 
Keynote by Val Cummins (Irish Maritime and Energy Resource Cluster) 

• �Concept and challenges of the EMODnet Sea-basin Checkpoints – 20’ 
Iain Shepherd (EC, Directorate-General Maritime Affairs and Fisheries)

/ Coffee break from 10:00 until 10:30 / 

• �Results of the EMODnet Sea-basin Checkpoints to date  – 90’ 
Jun She (Baltic), Nadia Pinardi (MedSea), Quillon Harpham (North Sea), Mikaël 
Vasquez (Atlantic), Atanas Palazov (Black Sea), Belinda Kater (Arctic)

/ Lunch from 12:00 until 13:30 / 

13:30-17:00 �Breakout session with six regional Sea-basin Stakeholder Workshops 
(in parallel)

Evening reception & networking dinner from 17:30 until 20:00

14 February 

Conference Chair: Phil Weaver (Chair of the EMODnet Steering Committee)
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E M O D N E T  S T A K E H O L D E R  C O N F E R E N C E  &  S E A - B A S I N  W O R K S H O P S 

( B R U S S E L S ,  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 7 )

15 February 2017

09:00-12:30 Plenary Closing: Improving Europe’s Marine Observation Capacity

•  Outputs and recommendations from the Sea-basin Stakeholder Workshops – 90’ 
Jun She (Baltic), Nadia Pinardi (MedSea), Quillon Harpham (North Sea), Mikaël 
Vasquez (Atlantic), Atanas Palazov (Black Sea), Belinda Kater (Arctic) - 60’ updates 
+ 30’ discussion

/ Coffee break from 10:30 until 11:00 /  

•  Outcome of the Consultation on establishing a European Ocean Observing System 
(EOOS) – 15’ 
Glenn Nolan (EuroGOOS)

•  Marine data & observations for storm surge forecasting and other Met Offi ce 
ocean modelling - 30’ 
Keynote by Clare O’Neill (Ocean Modelling Scientist, UK Met Offi ce)

•   Concluding panel discussion: Towards improved data collection and open access 
-  Synthesis of fi ndings from the Conference – 75’ 
Bernhard Friess (EC, Directorate-General Maritime Affairs and Fisheries), 
Niall McDonough (European Marine Board), 
Simon Jennings (ICES), Samantha Burgess (WWF), 
Val Cummins (Irish Maritime and Energy Resource Cluster)

/ Lunch from 13:00 until 14:00 / 

14:00 -18:00 EMODnet Steering Committee Meeting (closed meeting)

15 Feb-





For more information about EMODnet please contact: 

EMODnet Secretariat, 
Wandelaarkaai 7 pakhuis 68,  

8400 Oostende, Belgium. 
e: info@emodnet.eu  t: +32 (0) 59 341 428 

www.emodnet.eu

The European Marine Observation and Data Network (EMODnet) is financed
by the European Union under Regulation (EU) No 508/2014 of the European
Parliament and of the Council of 15 May 2014 on the European Maritime and

Fisheries Fund
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